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““earried a photograph that seemed to. 
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* graph as {t was taken from The Post file 
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‘DIRT POWER. In the Red River Delte 
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try’s rice, an intricate dike system keeps the 


of Is ‘Thme to Strt trl Pp Away th the Deu # provinces and produces most of the coun 
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yoo have sald teat ff si eleanor ae 

+ auainsl US, polley te bomb | im Bort etiam, tn en 
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thelr secalled land reform 


Vieinam. Yesterday, (he 
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elidentel’ aad Jnadvertent nated. according to ne ¥ 
ic Danang. 

damage from Une bombing oT talked to when Tb 
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*. gay ditsussing (he peliey to- 
ward hombing af civdian (n- 
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By Ben H. Bag aiian 


ee eke : ‘ ” , ’ be a genuine ea. 
TERE Ke proverb. by “Confucius” ing reiny keason It would 

one sue an worth a thousand tastrophe with possible deaths jn the mil- 
words," an axiom that 1s to photographers lions. 1t was the building of the dike system 
-what the Declaration of Independence was 2000 years ago that welded the Vietnamese 
to Thomas Paine. eet a are distinct and aeberene 

ae 1 neighbors. 
Although the “Confucian” saying is not ‘rom ticir ne ~ 

genuine, photographs do have a power of The North Vietnamese and others clalm 
- their own. Unlike words, which are intellec. that the United States is now bombing the 


' ither to make it break-down now, or 
sactions invented and translated by system ci : 
Pe Wee ; when the heaviest monsoon rains 


Some neutral observers have said 


reality. JIow can you doubt a come. 
Mavaniished 7 Y e seen bomb damage among the 


photograph? Or the television screen? Its they hav 


aes : . dikes, E 
ae recorded by an opinionless ma YY 1 ited States officially has denied 


. . he same any such bombing program and President 
ecuhe ecue dn cade ares the Nixon at his July 2a press conference re- 
other way. I once heard a witness in a mur- peated this denial. The next day, The Post's 
der case who had been gitting on a bar stool Jead story reported the President's denial 
next to a man while a hit man was putting and on Page A10 eatried the verbatim text 
six bullets into the victim, testify, “J didn't of his press conference under an eizht-col- 


ighti igarette at umn headline, 
the ae te pie WENO RAAo ae But at the top of the page The Post ran a 


rriday, Jul he Washington Post three-column photograph from the Asso- 
a say one ciated Press showing some people working 


. thing but really didn't about the current on what appears to be a rubble-strewn sur- 


major ‘dams and as were {o calla pse dur: ; 


- a 
controversy over whether the United States face. The full caption rea 

is systematically bombing the dike system of “Workers, mostly women, repair a seg: 
North Vietnam ment of the dike system in North Vietnam. 
; 3 ’ : The picture was taken in Ninbinh Provinee 
nee ‘py Amando Doronila of the Manila Times.” 


Ir JS NOT a trivial controvers sy. The Red "eyat was all. Jt was a commendable at-, 


River dikes keep millions of North Vietnam: tempt to give some background for the pho- 
ese from drowning. ‘There are ta of tooraph and explain to readers how a North 


war, 


that sceorainy to BS water level in the river under control during 
the monsoon season of July-September. Dike 
repair has a high value in the scheme o: 
with every household in the Delte 
keeping slabs of earth on reserve -for use by 
dike brigades in event of attack. This scene 
jn the village of Gia Ninh, Ninh Binh Prov 
ince, shows workers, mostly women, repair 
jug a dike recently bombed by planes... A} 
News Features Photo... 11/14/67." —~ 
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- THE DATE of the pleture was clear, Leay 
ing it out left the implication that bombs re 
eently had been dropped on North Vietnam. 

Hert wont &% ose dikes and if one were so disposed coulc 

also have Implied that the President wa: 

Jying: Leaving out the date also omitted an 

acromatith the ebjecuvet {|g sip president, to CoUow Pounded byt tielatcnofalk and they haar thet tbe Con A. Weil, seat other {mport ant fact, that some dikes hiad 

been hit hy Araerican bombs for years and 
this had become a standard fear of the 

f North Vietnamese. 

The omission of the date appears to have 
® heen the result of haste, Impelled by rushec 
deadlines, 
et a editor on the National Desk af The Post wa: 

“ee writing caption material as the 7:30 deadline 
for the first edition fell, and-his task wat 


: ae Some P jes ek ep es “Neg Veed. V Yor rds taken over by a senior editor, Iu the passage 
oe " i wot . : ae ee cs 


A relatively inexperienced copy 
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water level, protected only by big left out the most crucial piece of informa- 


Livi: 
The photograph was taken five years Ago. 


